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A LETTER FROM THE NATIONAL ALUMNI PRESIDENT
My Fellow Alums,

I trust that all is well with you and your families.  I would like to personally thank you for your continued support 
of Savannah State University and the Savannah State University National Alumni Association.  In spite of the recent 
changes in the University System of Georgia, you have been steadfast in your resolve to advocate for our beloved 
alma mater.  Throughout our 128 year history, we have withstood many threats and challenges.  With each obstacle 
that has been placed before us, we have risen to the occasion to turn these obstacles into opportunities for growth 
and progress.  Your loyalty and generous gifts to SSU is transforming lives and is gratefully appreciated.

With the arrival of spring comes some new beginnings on our campus.   One of these new beginnings comes in the form of our latest 
addition to the SSU administration.  I would like for you to join me in welcoming our new Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs, 
Dr. Michael Laney, to the Savannah State family.  Dr. Laney has a very impressive background in the military and in education.  We look 
forward to his leadership in strengthening and growing our academic programs at SSU.  
As you know, this is an election year for the Savannah State University National Alumni Association.  I encourage each of you to let your 
voice be heard by casting your ballot.  These are challenging times and it is imperative that we stay informed and involved with our 
institution and our association.  Additionally, I also urge you to make plans to attend our Annual May Meeting.  In order to effectively 
transact the business of our organization, we need your attendance and participation at this meeting.
Malcom X is credited with saying the following:  “Education is our passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to the people who prepare 
for it today.”  As we move forward, let us continue to collectively commit our resources to support Savannah State’s mission to develop 
productive members of a global society through high quality instruction, scholarship, research, and service and community involvement.  
We hold firmly that what we sacrifice for today, will definitely pay off tomorrow.

In True Tiger Spirit,

Clyde A. Newton
Clyde A. Newton, President SSUNAA

SSC reunion Class of 1967 donated $14,200 to SSU for 
scholarship in recognition of their 50th class reunion.

During halftime at the Homecoming football game, 2017 Parade 
Marshal and Former Head Football and Basketball Coach Dr. 

Leo Richardson, and several former SSC/SSU Athletes, presented 
a check for $10.000 to SSU Athletic Department. 

All alums are urged to continue to donate and support TODAY to ensure a better TOMORROW for the 
students at our beloved alma mater.  Make your check payable to Savannah State University and mail 
to SSUNAA • PO Box 22843 • Savannah, GA 31403. Many companies offer matching programs which 

will further enhance the dollar you donated. Please check to determine if your company offers a match 
program and submit appropriate document(s) with your donation.  As always, your hard work and support 

is appreciated.

ALUMNI KEEP ON GIVING!!



Michael J. Laney, Ph.D., joined SSU on 
January 2, 2018, as Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs. Laney’s experience as 
a military officer, as a professor, scholar, and 
university administrator will be an asset as 
the university’s chief academic officer.
Laney comes to SSU from Our Lady of the 
Lake University in San Antonio where he 
served as dean and professor over the 
College of Arts and Sciences since 2012.
A graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts, North Dartmouth, Laney earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in political science with honors. At Michigan State 
University, he enrolled in the Army Reserve Officer Training program, 
and earned a Master of Arts degree in television and radio.

Earlier this year, Savannah State University announced its intent 
to leave MEAC at the end of the 2018-19 academic school 
year and to return to NCAA Division II Athletics. Following the 
announcement, an athletics transition taskforce was established 
to explore Division II conference options.
With the input of the athletics transition taskforce and the athletics 
department, it was determined that the SIAC was the best fit 
for SSU and its students at this time.  I thank the members of the 
athletics transition taskforce and our many constituents who 
advised us during this process.  We feel that the SIAC is a great fit 
for SSU and its students.  We will submit an application for official 
transition to NCAA Division II on or before February 1, 2018.  SSU 
competed in the SIAC from 1968 till 2000, prior to competing in 
Division I as an independent and joining the Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference in 2012. We anticipate moving to the SIAC schedule 
in the fall of 2019. 
We look forward to competing in the SIAC!  I know that this will be 
a rich experience for our students, community and fans.

Savannah State University observed 
Founders Day on Thursday, 
November 16, 2017.  The Founders 
Day address was delivered by Dr. 
Carolyn V. Jordan, descendent 
of SSU’s First President, Richard R. 
Wright Sr.
Alumni honored with the legacy 
awards presented each year on 
Founders Day were Mr. Wilburn Joe 
Eason (’73), recipient of the Cyrus G. Wiley Distinguished Alumni 
Award – this award  was initiated to recognize outstanding alumni 
who have shown extraordinary support and loyalty to the university, 
and who have become exemplary examples of the lofty ideals 
espoused by the university. Cyrus G. Wiley was the first graduate 
(alumni) to become president of Savannah State.
Dr. Margaret  C. Robinson (‘52 ) and Capt. Donnie L. Cochran- 
retired  (‘76) – were recipients of the  Richard R. Wright Award 
of Excellence – this award was developed to honor corporate 
and community citizens, alumni and outstanding leaders who 
have distinguished themselves through their expertise in social, 
educational and civic arenas. This award is named in honor of 
Richard R. Wright, Sr., the first president of Savannah State

SSUNAA Welcomes PROVOST and VICE 
PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

SSU Annual Founders Day Celebration

Messasge from Dr. Dozier
Return to NCAA Division II Athletics

SSU Winter Commencement 
PRESIDENT’S SECOND MILE AWARD

During the December 9, 2017 
commencement ceremony two 
students received the prestigious 
President’s Second Mile Award. 
Enow Ayuk, from Dublin, Georgia, 
and Chauntilena Butler, from Au-
gusta, Georgia, each received 
the President’s Second Mile Award 
at the 191st commencement cer-
emony for Savannah State Univer-
sity (SSU) on December 9, 2017. The 

award, which recognizes remarkable leadership on campus, in the 
Savannah community and beyond, is open to graduating seniors.
Ayuk, a biology major and honor student, served as a volunteer at 
the Frank Callen Boys and Girls Club, American Red Cross, Ogletho-
rpe Charter School, Moses Jackson Community Center and a lo-
cal nursing home. He also gave back in his hometown at Dublin 
Middle and High Schools. On campus, he served in leadership roles 
as a member of the Student Government Association (SGA), Col-
legiate 100, National Pan Hellenic Council, NAACP and more.
Butler, a biology major with a concentration in secondary educa-
tion, also volunteered with numerous off-campus organizations, 
including after school programs and science mentoring initia-
tives. She is involved on campus as a Student Orientation Leader, 
a member of SGA, National Council of Negro Women (NCNW), 
Georgia Educators Association and more.

2018 Legislative Conference for Georgia Alumni Association of 
Historically Black State Universities  

On January 23-25, 2018, alumni of Albany State, Fort Valley State 
and Savannah State Universities gathered in Atlanta at the Rama-
da Plaza Hotel for the 33rd Annual GAAHBSU Legislative Confer-
ence. The collaboration of these three state universities was cre-
ated to foster a collective effort to assure the continued existence, 
growth and advancement of these three unique higher educa-
tional institutions. The 2018 Conference theme was “Envisioning 
Our Future, Embracing Our Legacy and Expanding Our Horizons”.  
A series of workshops provided a mechanism to enlighten alums 
on critical issues at the universities.   Atty John Brittain conducted 
a most informative session providing an update on the Maryland 
HBCU case and the potential impact that it may have on Geor-
gia’s 3 HBCUs. Other presentations were from University System of 
GA Chancellor Steve Wrigley and from the 3 University Presidents 
who were engaged in a roundtable discussion that was direct, fo-
cused and specific to issues relating to each university. 
The conference afforded alums the opportunity to engage with 
State Legislators during their visit at the State Capitol. GAAHBSU 
continues its longstanding successful effort to recruit students from 
the Atlanta area. University students and recruitment teams from 
each university hosted very successful recruitment fairs in 10 of At-
lanta’s area high schools.  
During the conference banquet, Roy L. Jackson was honored for 
his vision back in 1982 (along with 2 other alums from Albany and 
Fort Valley State Universities) to collaborate to create a mecha-
nism for a collective effort to generate support for the three(3) 
institutions.  Savannah State National Alumni Association was con-
ference host and Mrs. Beauty Baldwin was conference chairman.

2018 MidEastern Athletic Conference (MEAC) Distinguished Alumni
Mrs. Barbara Lawson McGhee is a 1966 graduate 
of Savannah State College now University, origi-
nally from Waycross, GA  currently residing in Sa-
vannah, GA.  Mrs. McGhee retired in 1996 from 
the Savannah-Chatham County Public School 
System as a kindergarten, middle school, high 
school and adult education teacher.
McGhee has served in numerous capacities in 
support of Savannah State University and the 
Savannah State University National Alumni As-

sociation (SSUNAA). To name a few, she was the Financial Sec-
retary for the SSUNAA Savannah Chapter, Chairman of the SSU 
Community Booster Club and served as the SSUNAA 2016 Honor-
ary Parade Marshal.
Currently, Mrs. McGhee holds the title of Mrs. Savannah State Uni-
versity National Alumni Association (SSUNAA) Queen, President of 
the Savannah State University Community Booster Club and is an 
active Diamond Life member of the SSUNAA.
She is considered by many as the “hardest working alumna” of 
Savannah State University due to her involvement in all aspects of 
the university. She is most known for her fierce support of Tiger ath-
letes and carries her “de-fense signs” to all sporting events.
Please help us congratulate Mrs. Barbara Lawson McGhee our 
2018 MEAC Distinguished Alumna! Barbara was honored, along 
with alums from other MEAC universities and colleges, at the MEAC 
Basketball Tournament on March 8th in Norfolk, Virginia.



CHAPTER HAPPENINGS

HOMECOMING 2017
(October 5-8, 2017)

“SSU: SAVANNAH’S PREMIER UNIVERSITY SINCE 1890: Still We Rise”
The 2017 Alumni Homecoming Awards

Chapter of the Year–Augusta Alumni Chapter (David Moton, President)
Alumnus of the Year – Pamela Holmes- Yancy

Distinguished Community Service – Diana Harvey Johnson
Family of the Year – The Hobbs Family

alumni upcoming events

Save
The

Dates

SSUNAA SOUTHERN REGION CONFERENCE
March 2-3, 2018

SSU PRESIDENTIAL GALA
April 7, 2018

SSUNAA ANNUAL MEETING
May 3-5, 2018

SSU SPRING COMMENCEMENT
May 5, 2018

HOMECOMING 2018
October 25-28, 2018

Save
The

Dates
Augusta Chapter 
Christmas Party

Savannah Chapter 
Evening of Jazz

Members of Class of 1971 
enjoy “White Party” reunion 

cruise

South Dekalb Perimeter and East 
Atlanta Suburban Chapters partner 
at College Recruitment Fair

DC Chapter hosts 
SSU Wesleyan Gospel Choir 

in concert

 2017 National Queen & Attendants



SSUNAA
PO BOX 22843

Savannah, GA 31403
Elected Officers

Clyde Newton
President

Dr. Judy Days-Dee
Vice President

Cassundra Huntley
Recording Secretary

Florine Baker
Corresponding Secretary

Harold Washington
Treasurer 

Lisa Earls, MBA
Financial Secretary

Rev. Clarence Williams
Chaplain

Roy L. Jackson
Immediate Past President

Regional Vice Presidents

April Dobbs
Southern Region

Eastern Region

Northern Region

John Lang
Mid-Western Region

Western Region

Appointed

Percy Mack, Ed.D
Executive Vice-President

James O. Thomas, Jr.
Parliamentarian

Willie J. Walker, Esq.
General Legal Advisor

Lamar Rhodes, Esq.
Legal Coallition Rep.

Dr. Clemontine Washington, Ed.D
Constitution & By-Laws

Alvernia W. Jackson
Liaison/Facilitator

SSUNAA MEMBERSHIP
(Annual Membership period July 1 – June 30)

Membership to Savannah State University National Alumni Association (SSUNAA) is 
opened to all graduates, former students, transfers and friends of SSU. Please recommit 

to your university SSU, the “College By the Sea” through active membership and service to 
SSUNAA.

 
We need you to renew/join NOW: online at www.ssunaa.com/join/or, PayPal or mail to 

SSUNAA
POBox 22843

Savannah, GA 31403. 
Contact us at ssunaa1949@aol.com

Annual Membership - $70
Standard Life Membership - $1,000 

Subscribing Life Membership (3 annual payments) $ 375 • $325 • $300
Prestigious Life Membership - $1,500

Diamond Life Membership- $2,500

www.libertymutual.com/banner-cw?MM_webID=0000005712&src=aff_5ba_m_0111676_savannahstate
Savannah State University Alumni,
    switch and you could save up to $427.*

GET A QUOTE


