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A LETTER FROM THE NATIONAL 
ALUMNI PRESIDENT
August 22, 2020

My Fellow Alums,

I trust that this message finds you and 
your families safe and well.  It appears that 
in just a short period of time, the whole 
world has changed.  Nothing in our lives 
is routine anymore.  Just about everything 
that we do now has to be done with some consideration as 
to how it can be done without exposing ourselves and our 
loved ones to the harmful effects of COVID-19.  We are in the 
midst of a U.S. Presidential election which will determine 
the brightness or the darkness of our future.  Millions are 
unemployed and our children have more questions than we 
have answers.
Yes the world is a much different place now and the only 
constant in life is change.  Yet despite all that is going on in the 
world, the alumni of the Savannah State University National 
Alumni Association are still firmly committed to our beloved 
alma mater.   For 130 years Savannah State University has 
celebrated the best of times and endured the worst of times.  
It is this legacy of perseverance that has sustained us since 
1890 and will see us through this pandemic.  No matter 
what obstacles are placed before us, SSUNAA has always 
positioned itself to support our institution.  This is evidenced 
by the outstanding financial support that we are realizing 
with our 130th Anniversary “Rise Up Campaign”.  Our goal 
of raising $130,000 in 130 days has garnered over $90,000 
in just seven weeks.  SSUNAA, SSU Community Boosters, 
alumni, the community and friends of SSU have answered 
the call to provide funding to provide merit and need-based, 
athletic and band scholarships.  This campaign will enable 
many students to continue their pursuits of achieving a 
quality education.   Please know that your kindness is greatly 
appreciated and that you are truly impacting the lives of our 
students in a positive way.  
It goes without saying that these are difficult times.  Yet, we 
are doing our best to be encouraged and supportive of one 
another.   As we move forward let us all take comfort in the 
following:
Ego says:  “Once everything falls in place, I will find peace.”
Spirit says: “Find peace and everything will fall into place.”

In True Tiger Spirit,

Clyde A. Newton 
Clyde A. Newton, SSUNAA President

Members of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. Savannah 
Alumnae Chapter presented Interim President Ballard- 
Washington a check for $11,000 to be used for scholarships 
for students at SSU. The Savannah Alumnae Chapter 
recently announced its 2020 financial contributions of 
over $32,000 to scholarship awards and various non-profit 
organizations.

SSU receives donation 
from DELTA SIGMA THETA 

SORORITY, INC.  

SSUNAA “RISE UP” CAMPAIGN:
$130K in 130 DAYS
On July 1, 2020 SSUNAA kicked 
off its “RISE UP” Campaign to 
raise $130K in 130 days. In May, 
President Newton convened a 
Fundraising Team of alums to 
help develop strategic plans to raise much 
needed funds for Savannah State University, 
thus evolved the SSUNAA “Rise Up” Campaign. 
Chapter Presidents eagerly jumped on 
board to help raise $130K in commemoration of the 130th 
Anniversary of SSU and to raise it in 130 days (July 1 – 
November 8, 2020). Funds raised will be allocated to 1) 
Need and Merit Scholarships, 2) Athletic Scholarships and 
3) Band Scholarships. 

Alums across the country are encouraged to “Rise Up” 
to help make the 130th Anniversary Campaign a great 
success. This campaign is an incredible way to amplify our 
voices in support of our beloved alma mater SSU. 

Check out the National Alumni website: ssunaa.com for 
donation information and/or make your donation at 
https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/ssunaa130, OR you can 
mail your check, payable to SSU, to SSUNAA *PO Box 
22843 * Savannah, GA 31403.



The chapter’s Scholarship Committee is reviewing scholarship 
applications for the 2020-2021 school year. The membership is 
reminded in the words of Maya Angelou “I’ve learned that you 
shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands. 
You need to be able to throw something back.” Members are 
offered two ways to donate: Via Paypal:  financial@dcchapter.
ssunaa.org.  Please indicate “Scholarship Fund” in the subject 
line and use the Family and Friends option OR Via Mail: Please 
indicate “Scholarship Fund” on the check.  Make check payable to:  
“SSUNAA - DC Chapter”.  Mail to: Zelmar Gordon, 212 Bonhill Dr., 
Fort Washington, MD 20744

SSU ALUMNI NEWS
SSUNAA METRO ATLANTA CHAPTER 

HBCU Alumni 
Alliance 
asks all to 
show up and 
show out in 
your future 
local, state 
and national 
elections.

100 YEARS OLD BIRTHDAY CAR 
PARADE CELEBRATION

SSUNAA-DC CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP FUND

SSUNAA SOUTH DEKALB PERIMETER CHAPTER
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP BANQUET

“FIRE UP THE VOTE”

On August 10th, 
SSUNAA Southern 
Region Vice President 
Birnell Hatcher and 
some members 
of Metro Atlanta 
Chapter joined 
family and friends to 
celebrate the 100th 
birthday for Alum 
Mr. Lawrence S. 
Young Sr. (’48).  

Virtual giving was created due to postponing the event via CashApp, 
PayPal or mail to the chapter.

“YOU CAN GET ANYWHERE FROM HERE”

The APSA Board of Governors has created 
an award in the name of SSC Alum Dr. James 
Densler. The  award will recognize people 
within the Association who have done 
outstanding work to advance the cause of 
diversity, equity and inclusion. Dr. Densler has 
blazed many trails in the medical profession, 
including being the first African American to 
practice Pediatric Surgery in the United States.

DR. JAMES DENSLER (’54) HONORED BY 
AMERICAN PEDIATRIC SURGICAL ASSOC.

After more than 30 years of service Melvin 
D. Williams announces his retirement 
as president of Nicor Gas and senior 
vice president of Southern Company 
Gas. Under his leadership, the largest 
infrastructure rehabilitation effort in Nicor 
Gas’ history was deployed. Nearly 100,000 
service replacements were conducted 
throughout the 656 communities Nicor 
Gas serves. Melvin Williams is a dedicated 

and respected leader who has been an ardent champion of natural 
gas and its benefits.   His leadership will be greatly missed.

NICOR GAS PRESIDENT 
MELVIN D. WILLIAMS (’87) TO RETIRE

GEORGIA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF HISTORICALLY BLACK STATE UNIVERSITIES (GAAHBSU)
NO JANUARY 2021 IN-PERSON ANNUAL CONFERENCE

DRIVE -BY 
FISH FRY

AND
VIRTUAL 

5K



HAPPENINGS AT SSU

SSU Class of May 2020 made history as the “First Ever” class to 
graduate virtually. The very impressive virtual commencement 
ceremony was held/aired on May 9, 2020. During the ceremony 
2 seniors were recognized for their community and campus 
service and were awarded the “President’s Second Mile 
Award”.
C’Asia Griffin, a mathematics major from Savannah and Monroe 
Thornton III, an English major from Gainesville, FL received the 
Prestigious Award from Interim President Kimberly Ballard- 
Washington who stated that each recipient is an exemplary 
campus leader who recognizes the value of helping their peers 
and others.

INTERIM PROVOST and VICE PRESIDENT for 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

Dr. Semetria McFall (’93) has been 
named Interim Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs after 
the retirement of Dr. Reginald Laseane 
(’96). According to Dr. Leseane, Dr. 
McFall’s background, experience and 
commitment to the university make 
her the right person at the right time 
to lead Academic Affairs in planning, 
developing and implementing the 
overall academic vision and goals.  

SSU NAMES INTERIM ASSISTANT VICE 
PRESIDENT

Dr. Johnathan Lambright has been 
appointed Interim Assistant Vice 
President of Institutional Research, 
Planning and Assessment. Dr. 
Lambright has been an SSU faculty 
member since 2002 and has served in 
several roles at the university including 
Dean of the College of Sciences and 
Technology. Lambright has a  master’s  
and doctorate degrees in Mechanical 
Engineering. He will also serve as the 
university’s SACSCOC liaison.

VETERAN SSU PROFESSOR RECEIVES 
NATIONAL HONOR

Dr. Mulatu Lemma, a 25 years veteran 
mathematics professor at SSU is among 
12 recipients of the Presidential Awards 
for Excellence in Science, Mathematics 
and Engineering Mentoring 
(PAESMEM). The PAESMEM recognizes 
those who have made significant 
contributions to mentoring and thereby 
support the future productivity of the 
US science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEMS) workforce.

Dr. Lemma will receive a certificate signed by the President 
of the US and a $10,000 award from the National Science 
Foundation. 

SSU STUDENTS ARE BACK ON CAMPUS

Interim President Ballard Washington says SSU is 
dedicated to giving students the special experience they 
have come to SSU to receive.  
She stated that over the summer, SSU leaders worked to 
come up with a plan to reopen campus safely. Students 
will have the option to take classes online, in-person or a 
combination of the two. Most of the classes are hybrid, 
meaning students will alternate days with in-person 
classes and they will be online the day they are not in 
the classroom. Some classroom settings like labs or trips 
out on a boat for marine science courses will not be done 
online.
The university’s facilities department went through special 
training to learn how to clean and sanitize to help prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. 
Self-isolation will be required for suspected cases of 
COVID-19 on campus and those infected will have to 
quarantine.  Wearing a mask will be required on campus. 
The student judicial process will address any challenges 
with students regarding wearing masks, and for faculty 
and staff its an employment issue and will be addressed 
like any other policy.   

SSU 196th COMMENCEMENT 
“FIRST EVER“VIRTUAL CEREMONY
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SSUNAA MEMBERSHIP
2021 is ELECTION YEAR for SSUNAA

Fellow Alums,

In April 2021 members of the National Alumni Association will vote for a 
slate of officers to serve for a 3 years term and YOU MUST be a member of the 
association to participate in the voting process. Your membership is also viable 
to increased support for our beloved university and its student body. Increased 
memberships within SSUNAA can have a greater impact when we lobby on behalf 
of our alma mater with our state and federal lawmakers. We will have a louder voice 
as we advocate at the Georgia Board of Regents for better programs, projects and 
support for SSU.

SSUNAA membership begins annually on July 1 and ends June 30. Complete an 
application online at www.ssunaa.com or contact us at ssunaa1949@aol.com or by 
mail at:

SSUNAA
PO Box 22843  •   Savannah, GA 31403

Annual Membership - $70
Standard Life Membership - $1,000 

Prestigious Life Membership - $1,500
Diamond Life Membership- $2,500

VOTE


